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Our Vision
A Filipino society that upholds the dignity and nature of the human person 
with a special concern for improving the quality of life of the poor

Our Mission
Guided by the Catholic Social Teaching, we catalyze critical thinking, 
discussion and action principally through research, advocacy and capacity 
building to bring about morally informed choices and effective solutions to 
poverty

Our Work
The John J. Carroll Institute on Church and Social Issues (JJCICSI) is an 
organization and community of professional researchers and advocates 
committed to faith that does justice. Working in solidarity with the Church 
and various sectors, JJCICSI strives to respond to the issues and concerns 
of the poor. 

More recently, JJCICSI’s efforts have focused more strategically on 
capacitating local actors as an added dimension to the research and 
advocacy work for which the Institute is known. The Institute’s programs 
continue to undertake research-based policy advocacy but they have also 
ventured into developing projects that benefit the urban and rural poor, 
women and children, and local communities in environmentally vulnerable 
areas. At the same time, they are engaged in mentoring, training, providing 
consulting services, and the production of manuals, templates and other 
tools to facilitate and make more effective the development of pro-poor 
projects on the ground.
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Foreword

Fr. Victor C. de Jesus, S.J.
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Thanks to our friends and benefactors, JJCICSI has been able to continue to serve the 
Church in Philippine society in 2012.

The year in review saw the beginning of new projects and a slightly different focus for some of 
the programs. The Church and Society Program was very active in the preparations and 
secretariat work for the National Clergy Discernment Congress in October and for a Lenten 
recollection for the clergy earlier in March. The Family Life Program had two new projects: (1) 
Natural Family Planning (NFP) Survey of Programs and Directory of Institutions, and (2) Justice 
for Children: Capacitating the Implementers of the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency and 
Intervention Program for Children in Conflict with the Law at the Local Level.

For the Urban Poverty and Governance Program, considerable work was done for the 
completion of a baseline study for a project of the Department of Social Work and 
Development, the Improving Livelihoods for Vulnerable Urban Communities Project. Other new 
projects included assisting the Urban Poor Alliance (UP-ALL) in developing the capacities of 
poor communities for engaging their local governments in planning and budgeting processes. 
The Program also undertook a case study project on social enterprises engaged in health 
service delivery commissioned by the Peace and Equity Foundation. The Rural Development 

Program, on the other hand, devoted much time to the advocacy of a national land use policy 
through its participation in the network, CLUP Now!, and the full implementation of the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program Extension with Reforms or CARPER, including the 
provision of support services, particularly credit, to farmers.

JJCICSI has also devoted research and advocacy efforts on two timely yet highly controversial 
issues. The first was the Reproductive Health Bill which was passed into law in December 
2012. The debates on the bill stimulated interest in NFP and in Church-State relations, which 
are the focus themes of the Family Life and Church and Society Programs of the Institute. The 
second is the Executive Order 79, which seeks to institutionalize and implement reforms in the 
mining sector. As part of the social apostolate network of the Society of Jesus, JJCICSI helped 
craft a set of talking points to guide the network’s member-institutions in addressing the issue 
of mining in their areas.

For all the foregoing projects, again I thank our friends and benefactors, especially MISEREOR
as JJCICSI’s core funder, for trusting in our work towards a progressive and just Philippine 
society with a special concern for the poor.  

May the Lord in this Year of Faith and the beginning of the papacy of Pope Francis continue to 
bless all our efforts.
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Our Programs

Church and Society
The Church and Society Program aims to deepen the 
understanding of the role of the Catholic Church in Philippine 
society, with an emphasis on the dissemination of Catholic 
Social Teaching. Recognizing the crucial role that the Catholic 
Church has played in influencing Philippine social, political, and 
economic issues, the program seeks to foster reflection on the 
interface between the Philippine Church and society.  

Family Life Program 
Through research, advocacy, and direct services, the Family 
Life Program assists the Catholic Church in addressing the 
social and spiritual needs of Filipino families, especially those in 
underprivileged communities. The program aims to influence 
Church and State policy on issues affecting population and
family life, work with government and non-government 
agencies to promote juvenile justice, and assist Filipino families 
in poor communities  through scholarships, feeding programs,
and natural family planning seminars for couples.

Urban Poverty and Governance
The Urban Poverty and Governance Program addresses urban 
poverty and its principal manifestation – the lack of access to 
humane and secure housing. Through research and advocacy, 
the program aims to alleviate urban poverty by empowering 
urban poor groups to work for better urban governance.

Rural Development
The Rural Development Program recognizes that the majority of 
the Filipino poor live in rural areas. It also sees that the lack of 
access to land and other productive resources hinders the rural 
poor from participating in economic activities to improve their 
incomes. In the face of formidable structures that perpetuate 
poverty in the countryside, the program sets its sight on 
alternatives, substitutes or options that would address the issue 
of access, along with control and management of resources.
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Building a
Church of the poor

Research
 To balance the heated debate on church and state relations, the Church 
and Society Program started as early as two years ago research projects on 
the Philippine Catholic Church and electoral democracy, and on the 
Catholic sexual and reproductive ethics and the democratic arena. The 
papers will soon be published in a special publication commemorating the 
Second Vatican Council.

Advocacy
 During the Third National Clergy Congress, the Institute presented the 
findings of the research on the Philippine Catholic Church’s political 
engagement and post-authoritarian democratization.

 The Church and Society Desk helped in writing the talking points on 
mining issued by the Society of Jesus Social Apostolate (SJSA) for its 
members. The paper laid down ethical principles to mining, and called for 
“respectful dialogue” with the mining industry and stakeholders.    

 Our opinion pieces in the Philippine Daily Inquirer sought to analyze 
current issues, including the controversial responsible parenthood and 
mining, from a perspective that exhorts the establishment of a “Church of 
the Poor.”  

Capacity Building
 A few Filipino Catholics, even the religious, are aware of the Catholic 
Social Teachings, the teachings of our popes on contemporary social 
issues. Thus in our own way, JJCICSI organized seminars and forums 
dedicated to the social doctrine of the Church. Last year, four seminars 
were conducted, including one in the province of Kalinga, in the 
mountainous portion of northern Philippines. Another venue for 
disseminating CST was the Lenten recollection of clergy and seminarians 
which the Church and Society Desk helped organize. The Institute expects 
to hold more seminars in several parishes and dioceses in 2013.

 JJCICSI wanted a Catholic Church that is responsive to the needs of the 
poor and marginalized, and this requires Church leaders that are able to 
analyze social structures that perpetuate injustice. In 2012, the East Asian 
Pastoral Institute’s Mission in Collaboration (EMC) sought the assistance of 
JJCICSI in enhancing the education of future Church leaders. The Desk
played a key role in designing a course on pastorally-oriented social 
research.
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More than 
responsible 
parenthood

Advocacy
 The Population and Development Desk of the Family Life Program 
maximized “targets of opportunity” as debates on the Reproductive Health 
Bill stimulated interest in natural family planning (NFP). Fr. John J. Carroll, 
S.J. was invited to give a lecture in Ateneo de Manila University and a 
presentation in the annual assembly of the Philippine Sociological Society.

 Hundreds of readers helped disseminate the articles of Fr. Carroll by 
sharing them on Facebook. His articles also appeared in the Philippine 
Sociological Review and Popoli, the international magazine of the Society of 
Jesus.

 JJCICSI worked with partners and other civil society organizations, faith 
based groups, and academe through forums and conferences to 
mainstream the use of modern methods of NFP. With resources from the 
Philippine Center for Population Development, JJCICSI collected data and 
materials for a forthcoming directory of NFP providers nationwide.

Capacity Building
 JJCICSI promoted NFP in various parishes and barangays through 
seminars. Almost 1,000 health workers, barangay nutrition scholars, and
parents attended our trainings on how to use NFP methods. To sustain the 
program, the Institute worked closely with parishes and local government 
units in Quezon City and Marilao (in the province of Bulacan) to set up NFP 
centers where interested couples can learn about NFP methods for free.
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Upholding the 
rights of children

Advocacy
 Children in conflict with the law attracted huge media attention last year, 
so the Juvenile Justice Desk of the Institute’s Family Life Program
contributed to clarifying misconceptions and promoting children’s rights by 
making presentations in schools, local government offices, and 
communities, as well as by appearing in a number of interviews on television 
and radio.

 Along with its partners, JJCICSI expressed opposition to amending the 
Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act, specifically on lowering the minimum age 
of criminal responsibility from 15 years old to 12 or below. JJCICSI led 
discussions with legislators, and drafted position papers calling for the full 
implementation of the law on behalf of the Juvenile Justice Partner 
Networks (JJPNet). Other pieces of legislation that the network focused on 
last year were the Foster Care Bill, Anti-Bullying Bill, and the Positive 
Discipline Bill.

 JJCICSI was among the lead organizations monitoring the compliance of 
the Philippine government with the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (UN CRC). This advocacy work was made possible through the 
funding support of Save the Children.

Capacity Building
 Our first project with Porticus Asia (Justice  for Children: Capacitating the  
Implementers of  the  Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency and  Intervention  
Program  for  Children in Conflict with the Law at the  Local Levels) aims to 
help local governments develop their intervention and prevention program 
for juvenile delinquents. Intensive workshops will go full-swing in 2013, but 
preliminary discussions and agreements have been made with government 
officials in five urban localities with high incidence of youth delinquency. 
Through this project, the Institute hopes that children in conflict with the law 
in these cities would receive protection from community-based councils.

Direct Services
 With generous support from our donors, JJCICSI was able to sustain its 
feeding program called Sagip Bata for 35 undernourished children in the 
municipality of Montalban. 

 Education is an effective means of reducing poverty. As advocates for 
the right to education, JJCICSI helped total of 38 students from 
underprivileged families to continue their college education through the 
Landas ng Pag-asa Educational Scholarship Program.  
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Making the 
urban poor matter

Research
 In support of the advocacy of NGOs and urban poor groups in the 
Philippines against distant resettlement and unjust eviction, and for the right 
of the poor to the city, the Urban Poverty and Governance Desk completed 
a research on possible tenure, financing, and subsidy arrangements that 
can make high density housing affordable to informal settlers. The findings 
of the study were presented in a conference in April where representatives 
from government, development agencies, NGOs, and community 
organizations attended.

 Owing to its capacity to analyze urban poverty from a developmental 
perspective, JJCICSI was chosen by Christian Aid Philippines to facilitate 
the process of drawing out insights and lessons learned by NGOs from 
implementing disaster risk reduction (DRR) projects in the communities 
affected by Tropical Storm Ketsana in 2009. The UPG Desk facilitated 
writing workshops and conducted mentoring sessions to help the partners 
write case studies, which were launched as a compilation in September. 
Indeed, disaster risk reduction is closely tied to the issue of secure tenure 
for urban informal settlers in high-risk areas, so by participating in this 
project, JJCICSI was updated on the principles, laws, and practices in DRR, 
which are now being integrated in current NGO discourse and policy 
discussions with the government. 

 In August, JJCICSI started conducting a qualitative baseline study to 
profile and analyze the current situation of the target communities in two 
cities – Malabon City and Bacoor City – as the starting point for the 
subsequent monitoring and evaluation of the Improving Livelihoods for 
Vulnerable Urban Communities Project of the Department of Social Welfare 
and Development (DSWD). Because the study is a partnership between an 
NGO and a government agency, there is an opportunity for sharing data, 
perspectives on poverty, and analytical approaches which can feed into a 
mainstream government program.

 The Urban Poverty and Governance Program and the Rural Development 
Program collaborated on a research in finding business solutions in
delivering health care services particularly to the poor. Funded by the Peace 
and Equity Foundation, the report is expected to be completed in mid-
2013.

Advocacy
 JJCICSI provided secretariat support and technical assistance to the 
Urban Poor Alliance (UP-ALL), a network of people’s organizations and 
NGOs advocating for policy reforms, programs, and budget in the housing 
sector. A major milestone of the network’s engagement was the national 
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government’s allocation of ₱10 billion (approximately €187 million) every 
year for in-city medium-rise housing projects for informal settlers in danger 
areas. Together with other NGOs, JJCICSI closely monitored the 
disbursement and utilization of the fund to ensure that the bonafide informal 
settlers benefit from the program. The UPG Desk accompanied UP-ALL in 
discussions with government agencies and financing institutions such as 
The World Bank to ensure that the rights of the poor are not compromised 
in infrastructure projects.

 JJCICSI believes that proper utilization of public funds is crucial in making 
reforms in the housing sector. Together with the NGO network PHILSSA, 
the Institute entered into a budget monitoring partnership with the Social 
Housing Finance Corporation (SHFC) to monitor the preparation and 
utilization of the agency’s budget for 2013.

 JJCICSI is the only research-based NGO in the Special Working Group 
on Urban Liveability of the Philippine-MISEREOR Partnership, Inc. (PMPI). 
Aside from drafting position papers for the network, JJCICSI contributed to 
discussions and strategizing sessions of the network for its urban agenda.

Capacity Building
 Together with NGOs that do community organizing and with resources 
from the National Anti-Poverty Commission (NAPC), JJCICSI launched in 
June 2012 a six-month project that aimed to develop capacities of poor 
communities in nine  to effectively participate in local poverty reduction 
planning and bottom-up budgeting processes of their respective local 
governments. By accompanying several NGOs in their engagement with 
government and by providing tools for assessment, data-gathering, and 
evidence-based planning and agenda building,  JJCICSI was able to 
develop, along with NGOs, effective models of multi-stakeholder 
partnerships in providing secure tenure and access to basic services to the 
poor.
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Plugging the gap 
in rural development

Research
 As part of our advocacy for responsive and effective rural development 
programs and policies designed especially for small farmers, fishers and 
poor households, the Rural Development Desk evaluated the 
implementation of the Financial Product Innovations Fund (FPIF) of the 
Microfinance Council of the Philippines, Inc. (MCPI). To disseminate good 
practices and lessons learned, the Institute wrote case studies showcasing 
innovative financial products for farmers and fishers in remote, hard-to-
reach areas. The research was funded by the Interchurch Organisation for 
Development Cooperation (ICCO).

Advocacy
 Rural poverty continues to beset a significant proportion of families in the 
Philippines. The search for alternatives and options has brought back the 
land use policy issue back on the national agenda. JJCICSI is a member of 
the Campaign for Land Use Policy Now! (CLUP Now!), a growing network of 
land reform advocates, and in 2012, JJCICSI actively participated in the 
lobbying and campaign activities for the passage of the National Land Use 
Act. 

 Together with another network, the People’s Campaign for Agrarian 
Reform Network (AR Now!), of which JJCICSI is a member, the Institute 
discussed with the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) the issuance of an 
administrative order on agribusiness venture arrangements that should 
improve agricultural land investments in the country.

Capacity Building
 JJCICSI assisted two farmers’ cooperatives in the province of Negros 
Occidental, which were subjects of the research on sustaining productivity 
of agricultural lands and the cooperative organizations, in assessing their 
local contexts and in coming up with strategies to address their financial 
and non-financial needs. The cooperatives have since accessed various 
services for their members from government and private institutions. 

 To capacitate field officers of the Department of Agrarian Reform, the 
Institute designed and facilitated a workshop that aimed to develop plans 
for providing credit and other financial services to beneficiaries of the 
agrarian reform program.
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Huge thanks
to our partners

JJCICSI is grateful to the following organizations for supporting our 
research projects and advocacy activities over the year 2012/13:

Philippine Center for 
Population & Development
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Contact us

JJCICSI
John J. Carroll Institute on Church and Social Issues
2/F Benigno Mayo Hall (ISO Building)
Social Development Complex
Ateneo de Manila University
Loyola Heights, Quezon City
Philippines

P.O. Box 250, U.P. Post Office
1144 Quezon City
Philippines

E-mail jjcicsi_org@yahoo.com
Telephone (632) 426.6001 to 30 local 4655 to 4668
Fax (632) 426.6070

www.jjcicsi.org


